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Filed for intro on  02/24/2000

HOUSE RESOLUTION 139
By  Brown

A RESOLUTION to honor and recognize the Chattanooga Choral
Society for the Preservation of AfricanAmerican
Song and its director, Roland Marvin Carter.

WHEREAS, it is highly fitting and appropriate that the elected officials of this General

Assembly should pause to pay tribute to those sterling organizations and their individual

members who, through their hard work, expertise, and dedication, have pieced together the

enduring fabrics that comprise the grand tapestry of the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, throughout its illustrious history, Tennessee has been blessed with

countless exemplary citizens and organizations who have made significant contributions to the

music profession; and

WHEREAS, it is vital for our continued growth and prosperity to continually expand,

diligently preserve, and successfully recognize the expression of Tennessee's AfricanAmerican

history and culture through music; and

WHEREAS, one celebrated organization that has transcended all others is the

Chattanooga Choral Society for the Preservation of AfricanAmerican Song (CCSPAAS); and
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WHEREAS, the CCSPAAS traces its beginnings to informal gatherings of former

students, church choir members, and friends of the beloved Howard High School music teacher,

Edmonia Johnson Simmons; and

WHEREAS, the alumni would join current students and choir members for concerts,

caroling, and informal sessions in Ms. Simmons's home; and

WHEREAS, after researching the programming, performance practices, and recordings

of AfricanAmerican spirituals by choirs of historically black colleges and universities, Dr. Lee N.

Mackey, a Simmons protégé, found that there had been a significant decline in the performance

of spirituals, leading to the establishment of the Society; and

WHEREAS, in 1984, the group established by Dr. Mackey was formally organized as a

unit of the Chattanooga AfricanAmerican Heritage Museum; and

WHEREAS, the group's first concert was presented on November 17, 1984 at the First

Baptist Church and was an overwhelming success.  Since then, the ensemble has performed

biannual concerts for schools, community service, religious and professional organizations, and

conferences throughout the state; and

WHEREAS, the CCSPAAS continues to expand its audiences under the capable

direction of Associate Director Wilma LeSure, Assistant Director Neshawn Bynum, and Director

Roland Carter; and

WHEREAS, the CCSPAAS is truly an outstanding entity of our state; and

WHEREAS, distinguished composer-arranger and conductor, Roland Marvin Carter,

assumed directorship of the Chattanooga Choral Society for the Preservation of

AfricanAmerican Song in 1989, when he returned to his hometown to accept the appointment as

Head of the Cadek Department of Music and Conservatory at the University of Tennessee at

Chattanooga; and
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WHEREAS, during his unparalleled tenure, the CCSPAAS has expanded its repertoire,

performance, and membership base, in addition to expanding its performance schedule to

include national and international performances; and

WHEREAS, the Society has undertaken annual tours to Virginia and North Carolina

since 1995 and has performed with the Chattanooga Symphony and Knoxville Opera; and

WHEREAS, a Chattanooga native, Roland Carter was under the tutelage of the founder

of the CCSPAAS, Ms. Edmonia Simmons.  After graduating from high school, Mr. Carter

furthered his music education with a B.S. in Music Education from Hampton University and an

M.A. in Music Education from New York University, in addition to various private studies at

prestigious music institutions with acclaimed teachers; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Carter has shared his vast musical knowledge as a distinguished

teacher and director at the Summer Music Institute for High School Students at Hampton

University, director of choral music at Hampton University, and as head of and a member of the

faculty of the music department at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga; and

WHEREAS, Roland Carter has enjoyed an illustrious composing and performing career,

serving as the talented director, assistant director, accompanist, and arranger for the Crusader

Male Chorus of Hampton; the Peninsula Youth Symphony director; the assistant director and

director of the Choir Directors and Organists Guild of the Hampton University Ministers'

Conference; and the director of music for the First Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, he is also the founder and CEO of MAR-VEL, a publishing company

specializing in music by AfricanAmerican composers; and

WHEREAS, a life member of the National Association of Negro Musicians, Mr. Carter

has also admirably served on its Board of Directors and as Chair of the Committee on Choral

Standards.  He is also a life member of the American Choral Directors Association and has

served as a member and co-chair of the NEA Music Advisory Panel for Choruses; and
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WHEREAS, other professional affiliations include the Music Educators National

Conference, the Music Teachers National Association, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, and Kappa Alpha

Psi Fraternity; and

WHEREAS, a civic-minded individual, Roland Carter sits on several community boards

and committees, including the Chattanooga AfricanAmerican Museum and the Chattanooga

Symphony and Opera Association.  He is also the Choirmaster-Organist for the First Baptist

Church and the music director for the Hampton University Ministers Conference; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Carter's attainments are well documented.  Critics throughout the world

have hailed his excellence in the choral arts, and he has received numerous awards and honors

for his outstanding achievements in choral music, including the Maclellan Foundation

Fellowship, the National Association of Negro Musicians Distinguished Musician Award,

Musician of the Year, Hampton University's Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching, the

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga College of Arts and Sciences Excellence in Service

Award, and the Black Music Caucus of MENC National Award; and

WHEREAS, Roland Carter's impressive list of presentations includes concerts in the

nation's most distinguished venues and with major orchestras, lectures, workshops, master

classes, and festivals for schools, churches, colleges, and universities throughout the country.

His compositions and arrangements are performed by music organizations all over the world,

and he has produced and appeared on programs for national and international radio and

television.  He is in constant demand as a guest conductor and lecturer while maintaining a very

active schedule of workshops and performances; and

WHEREAS, Roland Carter epitomizes the spirit and dedication that are characteristic of

a true Tennesseean; and

WHEREAS, this General Assembly finds it appropriate to pause in its deliberations to

specially recognize the members of the Chattanooga Choral Society for the Preservation of
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AfricanAmerican Song and its director, Mr. Roland Carter, for their dedication to the state of

Tennessee and its citizens; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, That we hereby

acknowledge and applaud the members of the Chattanooga Choral Society for the Preservation

of AfricanAmerican Song and its director, Mr. Roland Marvin Carter, for excellent service and

extend our best wishes for every future success.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


